
From:  
To:
Subject: FW: IWCS Integrity
Date: Tuesday, May 25, 2010 9:31:08 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: ]
Sent: Thursday, May 20, 2010 7:29 PM
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Re: IWCS Integrity

Hello :

We have a steering committee meeting scheduled for 25th of May. I will solicit schedules at that
meeting and get back to you with suggested meeting dates and who is interested.
Thanks

 wrote:
> Hi ,
> Thank you for providing us with this information.  The comments you
> refer to in your email were provided to the team in September 2008 and
> were seriously considered when we developed our sampling plan for the
> Niagara Falls Storage Site's Remedial Investigation Addendum.  The
> team is actively working on a written response to each of the 334
> comments received on the Remedial Investigation Report.  Our field
> response to these comments will be the Remedial Investigation Addendum
> Report which will undergo review by the Corps' national center of expertise before publication.
>
> As you may recall, we tried to set up a meeting with you and your
> Steering Committee last year to discuss your input and you were
> unavailable.  Is it possible for our technical team to meet with you
> and the steering committee in the near future to discuss how our
> additional sampling addresses your concerns?
>
> An Excel spreadsheet with the validated radiation data for the RI
> Addendum and a map that reflects the final groundwater-monitoring well
> installations (the red and white circles) and the temporary well
> points (TWPs) that were abandoned after use (the blue circles) is
> attached.  We've added an explanation in the footer explaining the
> sample ID numbers.  Soil samples were collected in the same location
> as the locations where the groundwater samples were taken.  Some of
> the new wells may become part of the annual environmental monitoring
> program; some abandoned TWPs did show contamination but were not kept in lieu of more optimal
down-gradient monitoring points.
> The  construction information for these wells will be available in the
> RI Addendum Report when it is released.
>
> Please let us know if you and the Steering Committee would like to
> meet to discuss this further after you have had an opportunity to review the data.
> We could explain how your concerns were addressed by our RI Addendum
> sampling during our June workshop if that is preferable.
> Sincerely,
>
> 
> 
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> US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District
> 1776 Niagara Street
> Buffalo, NY 14207
>
> 
> 
>
>
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: ]
> Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 5:21 PM
> To:
> Cc: 
> 
> 
> Subject: Re: IWCS Integrity
>
> Dear :
>
> I have consulted with the LOOW RAB Steering Committee members with
> respect to your communication below, and our response follows.
>
> A significant RAB report, submitted from the Radiological Committee in
> September 2009 with specifics about concerns about the IWCS, was
> issued by the LOOW RAB. The title is:Report of Radiation Committee of
> Lake Ontario Ordnance Works Restoration Advisory Board (LOOW-RAB) On
> The Documentation and Data Gaps Relevant To the Containment of
> Radioactive Residues in the Interim Waste Containment Structure (IWCS)
> Updated Sept 2009
>
> Members of the USACE Buffalo District Staff are copied on the
> Radiological Committee's drafts, and therefore should have copies of
> this report. A summary of the key issues is given below.
> 
> In addition, has reviewed data contained in the
> database of the Community LOOW project regarding uranium distributions
> in groundwater, and developed an analysis of the groundwater
> distributions by basic methods of spatial statistics, used for
> evaluating contours to compare with the RI contours of uranium
> concentrations. The USACE contractor provided no details in how contours were developed in the RI.
>
> All data are already publicly available.
>
>  analysis of the Community LOOW project data is available
> when and if an open  discussion with Army Corp staff and Commander
> is scheduled for a face to face meeting with  and
> , along with members of the LOOW RAB Steering Committee.
>
> In return, the Corp should provide the latest data from uranium
> sampling referred to in the March meeting, but not made available to the public.
>
> Summary of Sept. 2009 report.
>
> The Radiation Committee has produced a document detailing concerns and
> data gaps in information to make fact based decisions regarding the
> Interim Waste Containment Structure (IWCS).
>
> This note will highlight 3 of the numerous issues regarding the IWCS.
> 1)    Repair or replace the sensor to measure the liquid level inside the



> K65 and other residues inside building 401
> 2)    Insert sealed monitoring wells inside the IWCS between Building 401
> and the Clay cut off wall to measure radioactivity along the
> pre-existing pathways to the Central drainage ditch at the North and
> South Ends of Building 411.
> 3)    Install a real time monitor for radiation in the Central Drainage
> ditch.
>
> Rationale: The IWCS was not designed to contain radioactive wastes for
> a thousand years. It is a water treatment plant reservoir with large
> intake and outlet openings.  Although the openings were plugged many
> years ago, the outfall pipelines and bedding are the preferred paths
> for leakage from the IWCS toward the Central Drainage Ditch. There has
> been no monitoring or inspection of these crucial plugs. There are
> only a few feet between the clay cutoff wall and the Central Drainage
> ditch. Any leakage will have a very short transit time off site and
> into the international waters of Lake Ontario.  Quarterly monitoring
> of this ditch is inadequate to trigger remedial action. .
>
> The computer modeling did not examine this pathway. The modeling
> results are all suspect because there is no actual data on the liquid
> levels inside the IWCS that force radioactive fluid migration.
> Monitoring data inside the clay cutoff wall will provide an early
> warning of a potential release to the environment.
>
> END OF SUMMARY
> Please advise me directly as to when a meeting will be scheduled to
> address our data and reports.
>
> Sincerely,
>
> 
> 
>
> Chair, LOOW RAB Steering Committee
> On 4/16/2010 11:55 AM,  LRB wrote:
>
>       Hello ,
>      
>        just received a call from  at USEPA
> inquiring
>       whether the Corps had received any data, modeling, or analysis from
> outside
>       the Corps regarding the integrity of the Interim Waste Containment
> Structure
>       (IWCS) at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS).  said he had
> received a
>       call from Amy on the topic this morning.
>      
>        indicated that to his knowledge nobody in the Corps has received
> any
>       data or analysis from you or anyone else about this.  We've read the
> quotes
>       in the news and heard the statements at our public workshops but have
> not
>       received anything to substantiate your remarks.
>      
>        - you mentioned that your group had qualified experts doing your
> own
>       analysis using alternative models.  We anticipate this is a topic you



> will be
>       addressing at your conference in May.
>      
>       The Corps takes protecting human health and the environment very
> seriously.
>       In order for the Corps to be responsive to your concerns regarding
> the IWCS -
>       we need to evaluate your data, analysis, modeling, and other
> information that
>       supports your claims.  You've indicated additional testing and data
> is needed
>       to rule out the possibility of leaks - any detail you can provide us
> on the
>       amount, location, type of data or scientific methods would be helpful
> in
>       addressing your concerns.
>      
>       Please provide us with the information you have.
>       Sincerely,
>      
>       
>       
>       US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District
>       1776 Niagara Street
>       Buffalo, NY 14207
>      
>       
>       
>      
>      
>      
>      
>        
>  




